
Hello, upcoming 6th graders and parents! 
 
My name is Ms. Salamone, and I will be your students' ELA teacher next year. Attached, 
you will find the summer work for 6th-grade ELA. I hope you all have an amazing 
summer! 
 

SUMMER READING: 
-​ Students are asked to read and write a report on one of the fiction books 

included in this list: 
 

-​ Out of My Mind​ ​ ​ ​ Draper, Sharon  
-​ Ghost​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Reynolds, Jason 
-​ The Lemonade War​​ ​ ​ Davies, Jacqueline 
-​ Black Beauty​​ ​ ​ ​ Sewell, Anna 
-​ Hatchet​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Paulsen, Gary 
-​ Shouting at the Rain​ ​ ​ Mullaly Hunt, Lynda 
-​ A Song for a Whale​​ ​ ​ Kelly, Lynne 
-​ The Unteachables​ ​ ​ ​ Korman, Gordon 
-​ Tuck Everlasting​ ​ ​ ​ Babbitt, Natalie 
-​ Wonder​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Palacio, R.J. 

 
Essay Assignment:  

-​ Students must write a four-paragraph essay about one of the following things: 
1.​ Writing about a major character who changes throughout the story.  

Discuss his/her initial character, the force(s) that cause the change(s),​
and how the character evolves because​of the struggles he/she has​
endured.​  

2.​ Discuss the book's theme and how the author communicates this 
message to the audience. 

3.​ Character Study: Write about your favorite character in the book. Why you 
connected with them and what makes them memorable. How do their 
actions affect the story? 

4.​ Describe the setting of the story and how it influences the characters and 
the plot. 

Your essay should include the following paragraphs: 
-​ Introduction: A quick 5-6 sentence summary of the book that you read. 
-​ Body Paragraph 1: 6-7 sentences discussing the topic of your choosing from 

above.  
-​ Body Paragraph 2: 6-7 sentences discussing the topic of your choosing from 

above. 



-​ Conclusion: 5-6 sentence summary of how you felt about the book and an overall 
review of the book. 

 
Simple Solutions: 

-​ All students will bring home their simple solutions book from school to 
finish over the summer. This should be turned in by the first week of 
school. 


